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i"ear Cor, tewart:

e are pleased to offer the following infor. .ation regarding
‘ichigan . rriy »ational Cuard's nosition in the - irtland®s

situation in .-iichigan. e tou, are concernen witih wilrilife,
endangered species, anc welcos:e this apnortunity te present our

actions on behalf of the @ irtland's “arbler.

YThe ichigan .'ruy Mational Cuard has beeun aware of the wrisierce

of the rirtland’s “arbler on the vawp rayiiag tlitary . eservation
for several vears prior to the tircc the oird was first places va ihie
threatened enecies list in 1950L and has worked <ilipently with
“iichizan's T-epartiuent of [ ataral resources in protecting the - irtlasd's
Y arbler as well as their habitat. cur self«insosed restrictivns in the
“irtland's ¥ arbLler range included placing the area ofl lir. its to tanl
and track off roaa wnianeuver, i1nsuring whe>l and track traffic ret aincd
road bound, r.aintaining strict fire discipline to protect the warller
habitat and not using sinoke, chenticals or pyrotechaics in the area,

This was an ain:icable arrangeirent until several years azo when the
“varbler nopulation began an alariing decline. ihe rezson was
ascertained to be an gcnoriv,ous influx of the parositic cowbirds hbecause
of the proxiinity to prirne Crawford {ounty /¢ ricalture tands.  The
iepartiient of Natural hesources instituted the cowbird trapping
progran: designed by Lr. iawrence “alking shaw and the pooulation
stabilized but at a figure much lower than that lesire? for siecies
survival. In tebruary of 1275 the lirtland’s " arbler was -laces on
the Mational kndangered . pecies list and at the saine tito a [ irtland’c
Warbler tecovery Team was for::iecd to institute a »lan to enable the
warbler to recoup its forr er strength with 1, U000 Liesting nirs seen
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as optitnuni.  lhe Kecovery Team was composed of personnel from
the Iiepartinent of Natural Kescurces, the United states Forest
vervice and the United ‘tates Fish and '\ ildlife fLervice of the
Department of the Interior. While the isepartrient of Matural
Fesources is the hosting governmental agency, the ('nited Ltates
Fish and Wildlife tervice is senior because of the precedence of
the Federal lindangered ‘pecies Act of 1973 {150.5.C.  1531-41).

In “pril of 1675 the i-irtland‘'s warbler Iecovery Teain published
»ichigan's Progran: for Lndangered and 1hreatened tpecies. In
it the following staternents werc n.ade ...

The long range habitat r.anagernient prograr is desiined to
provide enough nesting habitat to support a nonendangere:!
population level of the firtland's Warbler. 1o date this
progran. involved only those special arcas set aside for the
vwarbler by the I'NK and Lo, The 1674 census of 334
birds (number of males, tiries 2) was the lowest cver recorde:d,
This dangerously low level points up the urgency of a crash
nianagen:ent prograni. ‘liise is running out, wvery effort is
being pushed to provide what the species needs. “'abitat
liprover.ent plans extend to the entire known ran.c of the
“arbler.

The program will be expanded to include all scctions of lang
that have warblers now, and all of the land in a strip onc
tile wide adjacent to the sections with bir-ls,

And this is where our proablen s bepane  lLrior o this th- tirtland's
Warbler area on the Camip Crayling  litary Ieservation was on
approximiately 4 scctions of land located in the center of what is
known as the tank range, To arbitrarily add 12 p.ore sections,

or 12 square iriles, around the warbler area as a buffer zone
would effectively put the tank range out of business. . hen the
Michigan Arniy National Cuard inquired as to the rationale, we were
reminded that we had 137,000 acres of ri.ilita ry land and asked why
this particular piece of real estate was so in:portant to us. o
answer this, our then Chief of &taff, | rigadier ( eneral Floyd kadike,
wrote a position paper and presentec it to the ! irtland's Y“arbler
Recovery Team. To aid in backgrounding this situation, | will
quote liberally from it:
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Some niight ask~--with 137, 00C acres why is such a fuss being
made about the restricted area?

Nost of Camp Crayling is very hilly and forest covered. We
have not engaped in wholesale cutting of tirnber both because
of ecological considerations and because hilly wooded lands
are useful for most troops.

'iowever, tracked vehicles (tanks and +#FCs) require generally
flat, open country with occasional forested patches for gunnery
ranges, maneuver areas, and testing areas,

The only, repeat only, area of useful ''tank country' where
a battalion of mwulti-unit exercise can be conducted by the

tank battalion, the n.ech battalion, or the Armored Cavalry
Regiment is the tank range. And only specific portions of
the total tank range are ''tank country', approximately 409,
Problen:: The W area is in the exact center of this single
useful area for tracked vehicles, raneuver and testing. If

the 15 August date is adhered to with the proposed extended
boundaries, the viability of this range is reduced to two, small
discontinuous areas where little niore than a single unit can
effectively train.

Isn't there any other flat open area in the Grayling complex
that could be used? Yes, there is. The impact area of the
Artillery Range fits the description. Fut the range is loaded
with many undiscovered duds, and even if it were cleared at
an astronomical cost and over a period of years, using this
range for tanks would eliniinate all artillery firing, and the
Air-Ground facility of the Air National Guard, Ubviously,
this is no solution.

With the foregoing as a history of the situation, I can now answer
your specific questions.

1. The Department of Military Affairs, (which encompasses
the Michigan Army and Air National Cuard) and the Department of
Natural Resources agreed on a modified closure order, in which
each identified nesting pair of kirtland's Warbler, was signed and
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avoirou J;f usiny troops. li voiticles womls reain road Howno anda
the only pecple allowed in the area were saidea in oy o vpartaent of
“atural L.esources nersonnel.

2. {iecutenaat Jolonel Toorean chnook, the ooz . rayling
cperations fficer, and tirst @ lcatenant ichael jobiason, ‘riroiniss
trative ssistant to the ¢jutast © conaral of ichigcan, w~ere detailed
to worlk with the . irtland’s v avbler Lecovery Tea.,

2. The Lecovery iear an’ the aforerentione.’ officers are

currentiy working out a habitat ana.cisent plan that wonld cultivate
new desirakle nabitat, ovind the ©irtland’s “arbler, wvear by year,
out of the tank 1aogecuvel ranyga. There are presently 3¢ guch areas
outside of the . ilitary kescrvatiou.

4. ‘'ihe tank involved was the 401 which weirh 4¢ tons cor:bat
loadexd.

I would like to add several ruore iteris Lor your inforration.
lank liange'' as user here refers to a tank maneuver range, not
yne on which live ordnance is exneuded,

‘Lhe reason the tank range is iieportant to us is also an econoniic
one. 1 realize it is difficult to quantify a suanset ang who can put
a price on a Firtland's “arbler but the Crayliog, - ichivan area is
onc that traditionaliy depends on Laian ( rayling to bolster its
econor:y. 1 will again quote froin Ceneral kadike's position paper
on the econurics of the Crayling area.

v ith the increase in eguipi-ent, the perivanent party at C.raylin.
was expanded to :aintain buiidings and ranyes, and to mnaintain
the vast equipment nool.  The federal poverninient pays over
1.5 smillion dollars a year in salary to personnel whoe reside

in the area.

G he troops coning to caitp alg: have an econoiic lir pact on
the surrounding coiuaunity. It has iecen estin:.ated that every
anldier at Crayline spencs ~100 durine the camp period. last
vear ali;ost 25,000 troops carie to c.raylin:, . ,;,,y of thiese
nren broupht faivilies and vacationed in the (.rayling area. '1he






