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The 1980 Kirtland's Warbler Tours were attended bty over four-
nundred and fifty people.* In addition to providing a means of super-
vising public entry into the nesting area, the tours =lso facilitated
an sttempt =t educating those attending. |

Prior to entering the Tield,4a slide presentation was shown.

This twenty-five minute production covered most common guestions con-
cerning the Kirtland's Warbler. Viewer reaction tow=rés this years
presentstion was enthusinstically favorable. I chos= to use the slide
program exclusively, due to its up to date statistics, »nd cver=sll
completencss. My originel intentions were to reserve showings of the
film for vounger groups, which mesy have been bored by the factunl

rature of the slide progr~m. However, such an occasion failed to arise.
ATter the slides, guestions were answered, and the tour itinerary ex-
plained. Also, in the toar room, free literature was rinde =a.ailnable.
A1l visitcrs were asked to sign a guest register, which provided infor-
mation ss to how mesny people mttended, and from which geogrerhic regions.

In the field, key habilat requirements of the wrrvler were pointed
out, ané their significance explained. At the cowbird trap,(nurder Ls),
an explanation was given ms to how the trap works, the role cowtird trap-
pring plavs, and current efforts underway to increase wnrbler numbers. Most
groaps were taken to the AuSable ares, which was used Ly about six pairs
of Kirtlend's Warblers. On most outings at lenst one warbler <as observ-
ed. The 22 power eye-piece was » drs=matic improvement over the 20 power
used initinally.

In order to improve the tour in the future, the n~turelist should

Yo mede ~ware of souirces for carrent dseata on the Kirtl-nd's War®ler. The

Mirhig~n Tep-riment of N=tural Resoirces , and the U.S. Forest Cervice

* See pape 3.
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rolh heve comprehensive menagement plsns which contain recent scien-
tific papers and valuable statistics. Furthermore, these plans indic-
nte long term strategy for dealing with problems facing the manngement
tenam.

The nnturalist should also be kept up to date on =ny recent devel-
opements, so this informstion may be relsyed to the p:tlic. Xnowledge
of currznt status of the bird is important in accur=tely fielding quest-
ions fron the public. I was first informed of this years censis re-
sults by sn article chanced upon in a Detroit newspaper.

Steps should be taken to provide enough litera‘re to Iast for the
entire d .ration of the toir. This year, supplies of the btooklet,"The
3ird of Fire” and the checklist, "Birds in the Kirtland's Warltler Area",
were insdejanie.  Nexi year enough supplies of both chould be provided
50 thal c=-? person attending will receive one of ea~h.

Pro.ided the Naturnlist lerrns Lthe respective ~owbird irarpers
route, switching positions occasionally provides n dosirsble change
of pace. In addition to benefitting from = brondened work experience,

T found *his helped in maintaining » fresh attitude towards the public.

Making arrengements to allow the naturalist to psrticiz~te in the
annual Kirtland's Warbler census should be considered. This yenr I
particip=ted on on; day of both:the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Szrvice cen-
sys and the U.S. Forest Service census, This direct involvement gave
me A better understanding of the procedure, and sided in explaining it
to others.

Sugrestions to improve the cowbird trapping oper=ation are se follows:

I) Vten building future traps, plan for wider =nd higher doorways.

Trtering the traps with the catch cmge is a c.mtersome job with




the existing dimensions,.
II) Plsce "Another War For Survival" signs on traps frequerted by
cowbird "liberstors" during this past year.
ITI) Provide six rather than four water containers -5 each truck. This

would make supplying clear water, rather than -iver water, esmsier.

Tour Report Update - July 15, 1980

Actual 1980 tour attendance was 491. Participants came from 27 states,
Washington, D.C., England, Wales and Canada.
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